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17 May 1871

Holland, Michigan

Dr. Albertus C. Van Raalte was not present on the first day of the meeting of the Council of Hope
College. Members of the senior class and the theological students were examined by the members
of the council. Van Raalte did not accept his appointment as instructor in Sacred Rhetoric due to
the sickness of Mrs. Van Raalte. Dr. Isaac Ferris gave 120 volumes to the college. At the
morning session of the council on 22 May, Van Raalte was in the chair.
Transcription by Mary Otterness, 2004.

Minutes of the Council of Hope College, 121-129.
Original in the Hope College collection in the Joint Archives at Hope College.
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May 16.
1871

The Council met at 8 P.M. on Tuesday
In the absence of the President Rev Mr. Beardslee was called to the Chair.
There being no quorum it was resolved to adjourn until 9 A M the next day.
Rev Mr. Oggel closed with prayer.
Council met according to adjournment on

May 17.

Wednesday morning
Present Rev Philip Phelps Jr. C.E. Crispell E.C. Oggel, John Van Der
Meulen, A. Thompson, J W Beardslee, C. Van Der Veen, A.T. Stewart, Elder
B Ledeboer. J W Beardslee was called to the chair. He opened the meeting
with prayer. E C Oggel was excused until Evening that he might superintend
the organization of a Church at Rappid[?] River.
It was resolved to enter at once on the

122
1871

the examination of the Theological classes & the Seinor[sic] Academic Class
according to the following order.
Wednesday
A.M. 9-10 1/2 Sein.[sic] Theo. (Did Theol)
Crispell.
10 1/2 -11 1/2 Mid
Beck
11 1' /2 12½ Seinor[sic] Ch. Govt.
Scott
P.M. 2 'A - 4 Jun. Hebrew
Beck
4 —4 1/2 Sein[sic] Past Theo
Crispell
4 1/2 - 6 Jun Sac Hist
Scott
7 1/2 - 8 1/2 Sein[sic] Acad Greek
Beck
8 1/2 - 9 1/2 "
" Hist Civil
Scott
9 1/2 - 10 %
Astron
Crispell.
Thursday
A.M. 8 1' /2 -9 1/2 Mid Theo. Eccl His
Scott
9 1/2 10 1/2 Sein[sic] Gook[?]
Beck
10 1/2 - 11V2 Mid Ded. Theo.
Crispell
11 1' /2 - 12 Jun Past Theo
P.M. 2 1' /24 - 3 Sein[sic] Aca German
Doesberg
3 — 3 % Mor &-Men Phil
Stewart
3 % - 4 1' /2 Ment"
4 1/2 - 5 % French
Doesberg
5 % - 6 Geology
Scott.
Adjourned till 2 1/2 P.M & closed with prayer by Doctor Phelps.
Council met in afternoon session 8c was opened with prayer by A. T. Stewart.
John A Dispelder was examined upon his his[sic] application for admission to
the Theol School 8c was received. He was admitted to an examination with
the Junior class in the studies of the year. Adjourned till 7 1' /2 & closed with
prayer by A. Thompson
Council met in evening session Mems Phelps, Thompson 8c Beardslee
were appointed a com to prepare the annual report to Synod 8c also a
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May 18

2 'A
P.M
Thursday

Communication to the Board of Education. Mr. Beardslee was excused after
the evening session. Adjourned
123
till 8 1/4 next morning. Closed with prayer by J. W. Beardslee.
Council met in morning session and was opened with prayer by Doctor
Crispell. Rev S Bolks & Elder Klan Brower appeared in Council.
A Thompson was called to the Chair. Examinations were suspended until
evening session. Adjourned till 2 IA P.M Closed with prayer by John Van
Der Meulen.
Council met in afternoon session & was opened with prayer by A. T. Stewart.
Conununications were received from the Secretay[sie] of the Faculties
Theological & Academic. They were read & accepted. and contained the
following statements
"8 students have been in regular attendance since the 21st of Sept last. 3 in the
Seinor[sie], 2 mid & 3 in the Junior on the 11 Doctor Van Raalte had declined
on account of the sickness of his wife his appointment as Instructor in Sacred
Rhetoric. The duties of this Dep were divided between Prof Crispell & Scott.
The former besides continuing Pastoral Theology had superintended the
analysis & preaching of the Junior Class & the latter has given instruction in
archaeology & in the Composition of S
[?] upon the basis of Claude's
Essay. Prof Beck has added Exegesis to the Hebrew & Greek languages, &
Biblical Criticism.
Mr. John A Deipelder upon-personal a recent Graduate of Hope College,
had upon personal application to each of the Professors been permitted to
attend the recitations of the Junior class in their respective rooms.

124
The Rept of the Academic Faculty states that besides the regular studies
prsued by the Seinor[sie] Class they had joined in the weekly Rhetorical
Exercises, declaiming essays & speeches of their non composition.
Mental
Until Feb 3d Rev Jacob Van Der Meulen had charge of Mental Philosophy,
Philosophy but at that date, he recognized resigned 84 the Faculty requested A. T. Stewart
Van Der
to fill the vacancy.
Meulen
The following letter was received from the Secretary of the Board of
Stewart
Education "The Executive Com. of the Board of Education at the meeting
held on the 2" inst directed me to forward the following to the Council of
Hope College "Res" that in accordance with the action of General Synod in
1869 with reference to our relations to Hope College The Treasurer be
Salarries[siel directed to pay all the Hope College Salaries to May 1."
paid by
To this letter the following in answer was sent May 19, 1871
Brd of
To the Board of Education of the
Reformed Church in America
Education
Rev John L See DD
Con Secretary.
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The Council of Hope College acknowledge the receipt of a
Communication from the corresponding Secretary of the Board informing
them of the instruction of the Executive Corn, in the carrying out of the action
of the Gen. Synod of 1869 with reference to the salaries of the Professors in
Hope College. Of Course without continued appropriations from the Board of
Education or a substitute therefore the Institution Cannot be sustained. The
Council however do not feel at liberty to send any Communication. (see page
126 for completion.)
125
A paper Containing changes 8c additions in the place of organization was
presented by Doctor Phelps. Res to reconsider the paper sent to Synods
Committee in order to make amendments.
The new paper was then read & Compared with former paper. E. C. Oggel
was appointed Secretary Pro.Tem.
Council adjourned till 7 1/2 P.M. 8c was closed with prayer by E.C. Oggel.
Council met in evening session & was opened with prayer by S. Bolks.
Consideration of new paper Continued adjourned till 9 AM, next day.

May 19.

Council met on Friday morning & was opened with prayer by Rev C Van Der
Veen. A letter was read by Doctor Phelps from Doctor Ferris giving a number
of books amounting to about 120 vols to the College Library upon which the
following action was taken Resd that the thanks of this body be presented to
Rev Doctor Ferris for this present of books to the College Library & that a
conference be held with him about the labeling of these books.
The Annual report to Synod was read. The examinations were deferred
until this evening at 7 1/2.
Adjourned until 2 1/2. Closed with prayer by John Van Der Meulen

Council met in afternoon session 8c was opened with prayer by E. C. Oggel
A letter was read by Prof Crispell giving a 3 1 Box of Books to the Theol
from Doctor Department upon which the following action was taken. Resd that the thanks
of this body be presented to Rev Isac[sic] Ferris D.D. L.L.D, for this
Ferris
additional gift
126
that the books be marked the same as those ferwar-eleel previously given &
placed in the College Library. Rev. S. Bolks reported progress in his labors as
financial agent. Res' that the moneys collected for De Hope be paid to C Van
Der Veen 8c the balance be deposited with Doctor Phelps subject to the order
of Ex Com.
$540.00
Mr. Bolks brought
of which was paid to
65.00
Doctor Ledeboer for Hope Farm
2.50
A. T. Stewart for Cartage
44.65
Travg expen of A. Thompson
4.20
J.W. Beardslee
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ordered for Mr. Sheilds
" Parsons
" Doesberg
" Kordax
Deposited balance with
Doctor Phelps

Board of
Education

May 20.

125
130
50
50
471.35
68.65
$540.00

For the following see back at bottom of 124 on the subject to the Board of
Education until after the action of the next General Synod, when a conference
between representatives of the Board & the Council will probably be
requested by the latter, inasmuch as we are persuaded that the Board of
Education is not disposed to withdraw from the Institution any assistance
which it may be consistent, for the Board to give & which the Institution may
need. Meanwhile the Council on behalf of the Institution renew their
thanks to the Board for its liberal and long continued appropriations.
P.S. A copy of our annual report to Synod including a financial statement,
would be forwarded to the Board with this if it were completed.
127
Res to adjourn till 7 1/2 & was closed with prayer by Jacob Van Der Meulen.
Council met in morning session Rev Jacob Van Der Meulen was called to the
chair He opened the meeting with prayer. The Seinor[sic] Theological Class
was examined in their personal piety & their views in entering the ministry &
on their method of sermonizing & preaching. Their names are
John Broek.
Gerrit Van De Kreek
Wm Visscher
Adjourned with prayer by C. Van Der Veen
Council met at 2 1/2 P M
Prayer by Jacob Van Der Meulen.
Resd that the examinations of the Theological Classes be sustained 84 that
the members of the Seinor[sic] Class be recommended to the Theological
Faculty for the Customary certificate.
The annual report to synod was read & adopted 84 is as follows see paper
marked A and to be printed in minutes of Gen. Synod. The Completed report
on organization was read corrected & adopted & is as follows see printed
paper marked May 19, 1871 at 11. P.M. It was referred to Ex. Com. To be
reprinted & reviewed
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on Monday following. Res that C. Van Der Veen be appointed a member of
the Ex. Com.
2000.

Permission was given to execute a security mortgage for the loan of $2000 for
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Mortgage

five years upon a portion of the West 30 acres instead of on lots in College
addition as voted March 31.
Adjourned till monday 10 A.M. 8c was closed with prayer by B. Ledeboer.

Council met in morning session on
May 22
Doctor Van Raalte in the Chair
Prof Crispell opened the meeting with prayer.
1871
The thanks of the Council were given to Rev Abel. T. Stewart for his valuable
Thanks
to
services in instructing the Junior & Seinor[sic] classes in Mental Philosophy
A. T. Stewart & the Seinors[sic] in Moral Philosophy during the last two terms of the year
Res that the thanks of Council be given to Rev R Pieters for his valuable
R. Pieters services in giving Catechetical instruction in the Academical Department
during the past year.
The following recommendation was read from the Faculty.
"Res that the members of the Seinor[sic] Academic uculty Class (seven
in all) be recommended to the Council for the usual degree of A. B. In
accordance with the labor and a unanimous vote to sustain the examinations
the following names were recorded as entitled to the above Degree
John Hofinan,
Simon Kuiper,
Kless Neerken,
Saml Streng,
James Ten Eyclde & Wm Vanschoten,
129
The following names were passed upon for the Degree of A. M.
Herman Borgers
John Brodk
Gerrit John IThollen
Gerrit Van De ICricke
William Visscher

Books of
Doctor
Ferris.

The Council met in afternoon Res to give the Ex Corn authority to exchange
any duplicate vols contributed to the Library, with the Consent of the Donors.
It was referred to the Theological Faculty to appoint one of their senior[?]
Class to represent the Theological Department at the Commencement
Res that the next Council open Wednesday 2 P. M. June 21, & that
Commencement be held on the 28th. Prof Crispell stated that Doctor Penis
had signified his consent to an exchange of his books should any one of them
form a duplicate copy. Res' to adjourn.
The meeting was closed with prayer.
Abel. T. Stewart
Secretary.

